
Art Nouveau Scratchboard Drawing: An Introduction 
to Gustav Klimt  
 
Elegant Art Nouveau Scratchboard project- 100pts 
 
 

Introduction Art Nouveau became an international style of art, 

architecture and applied art, especially the decorative arts, that 
was most popular between 1890 and 1910. There is a video attached 
and a slide show.  
 

Objective  
● Students can use the elements of art and the principles of 

design to create an original work of art on a scratchboard 
using at least 10 different patterns and 5, inspired by Art 
Nouveau. Elements: Line, shape, color, Principles: pattern, 
emphasis, contrast, unity. 

 
●  Students will create a Gustav Klimt inspired artwork out of 

scratchboard and magazine pictures. 
 

● Students will learn about the artist Gustav Klimt and Art 
Nouveau. 

 
Standards 



Creating  
(Cr1.1.7) Apply methods to overcome creative blocks.  
(Cr1.2.7) Develop criteria to guide making a work of art or design to 
meet an identified goal. (Cr2.1.7) Demonstrate persistence in 
developing skills with various materials, methods, and approaches 
in creating works of art or design.  
(Cr2.3.7) Apply visual organizational strategies to design and 
produce a work of art, design, or media that clearly communicates 
information or ideas.  
(Cr3.1.7) Reflect on and explain important information about 
personal artwork in an artist statement or other format.  
 
Responding  
 
((Re8.1.7) Interpret art by analyzing art-making approaches, the 
characteristics of form and structure, relevant contextual 
information, subject matter, and use of media to identify ideas and 
mood conveyed.  
 

Connecting  
 
(Cn11.1.7) Analyze how response to art is influenced by 
understanding the time and place in which it was created, the 
available resources, and cultural uses. 

Material: Gold Scratchboard, magazines, scratch tools, glue, scissors, and 

pencils 

 
 

 
 



Processes 
1. Brainstorm different types of lines, patterns, designs, and 

textures you can use in your drawing. Use your chromebook 
to research Art Nouveau patterns. Draw 8 different, 1 inch 
thumbnail patterns you will use in your final work of art. Below 
are examples. KEEP IT SIMPLE!!!  

 

   

       
 

2.    Search through magazine and find a picture of a person that 
is posing in a way that you can use their head and their 
hands. Cut out their hands and head of the human figure.  

 
Option: Self portrait digital images, sports hero’s or musicians 
can be used if YOU find a picture online that will meet the 
criteria. Drop the photo in the shared folder on google 
classroom.  PLEASE PRINT THESE FROM HOME IF YOU CAN!!! 
 



    3.   Carefully glue the cut photos to your scratchboard. The  head, 
arms, and hands are the EMPHASIS in your artwork. 

 
4.     Begin by scratching out an organic shape that suggests a 

garment. This garment does not need to be realistic… 
 

      5.     After you draw the garment you will have two areas to fill with 

patterns; the garment and the background around the 

garment. THESE NEED TO CONTRAST ONE ANOTHER! 

   

   REMEMBER YOU CAN'T “ERASE” ANYTHING YOU SCRATCH  

   WITH YOUR SCRATCHBOARD AND WE CAN NOT START OVER!!! 

 

 6.     One of these areas must be densely and richly patterned 

using lines and textures. The other area will be covered less 

densely. This will emphasize one area more than the other. 

7.     Keep the unscratched area of the scratchboard covered 

with a clean sheet of paper to prevent oils from your fingers 

transferring to the surface of the board. 

8.     Begin to fill the background with patterns, of lines and shapes. 

Refer to your sketchbook thumbnails for ideas.  

 9.    Lastly, fill the area where the clothes are with textures and lines 

that contrast the background pattern. Remember how Art 

Nouveau's was characterized by ornamental twisting flowers, 

plant forms, and soft organic shapes.  



10.  Check to see if the two areas are distinctly different. Does one 

stand out more than another?  If they are too similar, go back 

and add more details to the more densely shape. 

 

Vocabulary  

Line: The path of a moving dot 
Pattern: A repeated design  
Texture: How something feels or looks like it feels  
Emphasis: Areas of an artwork that stand out 
Organic Shape: Free flowing, nature inspired, shape 
Variety: refers to a way of combining visual 
elements to achieve intricate and complex 
relationships. It is a technique used by artists who 
wish to increase the visual interest of their work. 
Contrast: Degree of difference between areas in an 
artwork  
 

 Kagan  
Time, pair, share: Compare and contrast two works of art by Klimt 
 
Round Robin Draw. Students each take a turn drawing a variety of 
organic lines and shapes. They are timed and the table with the 
most gets to get sketchbooks first. We do two rounds. The second 
round is organic shapes and geometric shapes. 
 



Resources 
http://www.krisfontez.com/klimt.htm 
https://youtu.be/P4luPnObQYo 
https://www.incredibleart.org/lessons/middle/Kris-Klimt.htm 
 

Student Examples  
http://www.3villagecsd.k12.ny.us/artsgelinas/new_page_13.htm 

http://www.krisfontez.com/klimt.htm
https://youtu.be/P4luPnObQYo
https://www.incredibleart.org/lessons/middle/Kris-Klimt.htm
http://www.3villagecsd.k12.ny.us/artsgelinas/new_page_13.htm

